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Request for Qualifications and Interest 
in the development of a solar farm in the Westside Neighborhood of Kansas City, MO 

 

RFQ Release Date: November 1, 2017 

RFQ Submission Date: November 22, 2017 
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I. Introduction 

 

a. About Westside Housing Organization, Inc. (Westside Housing) 

Westside Housing is a private, not-for-profit corporation founded in 1973 by neighborhood 

residents who wanted the City to improve the physical conditions of their neighborhood and 

save houses from being torn down for highway construction. Today, Westside Housing is one of 

the oldest and most respected community development corporations (CDC) in Kansas City, 

Missouri. Originally rooted on the Westside, Westside Housing has grown to serve 

neighborhoods across the Kansas City metro area. With strong partnerships, public and private, 

and more than 40 years’ experience, Westside Housing is the go-to affordable housing 

practitioner in the Kansas City metro area, offering the following services: 

 Ownership and management of safe, quality, affordable multi-family and senior 

rental properties, all of which are located in the Westside neighborhood of Kansas 

City (8 communities, 161 units). 

 Home repair grants and construction services that ensure seniors and families live in 

homes that are safe, healthy, energy-efficient, and affordable (approximately 75 

homes completed annually). 

 Community building & engagement initiatives that support neighbors in advocating 

for investments and enhancements in their community.  

Westside Housing is currently providing affordable, multi-family rental communities in the 

Westside neighborhood of Kansas City. That neighborhood is also a priority of its community 

building and engagement initiatives, though it also prioritizes Kansas City's Northeast and the 

Manheim Park neighborhood as areas of focus. Home repair services are occurring throughout 

Kansas City with some density in the Westside and Midtown, Beacon Hill, Longfellow, Hyde Park, 

Squire Park and Northeast neighborhoods. Housing repair staff are trained by Children’s Mercy 

Hospitals and Clinics to assess the environmental health of the homes they service. Sources of 

environmentally triggered illness, such as mold, pests, lead paint, and more, are addressed as 

appropriate. More information is available at westsidehousing.org. 

b. Project Introduction 

 

Westside Housing owns vacant land at 31st and Jarboe in Kansas City. The land was in use as a 

gas station but currently provides no direct benefit to Westside Housing or the Westside 

community. Westside Housing would like to develop a solar farm on the property that would 

enable the organization to extend its mission around affordable housing and energy-efficiency, 

while generating operating revenue that enhances its long- term financial sustainability. 
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The goals of the project include: 

 

I. establish a 1 MW (approximate) community solar farm that serves as a valued 

community asset;  

II. reduce the monthly cost of energy for Westside Housing and the low- income residents 

living in Westside Housing's affordable rental units;  

III. leverage the Project to provide solar panel installation training and certification to low-

income people living in the community; and 

IV. establish a replicable model for community solar in the state of Missouri. 

 

This project arises out of Westside Housing's belief that everyone deserves quality, affordable, 

housing that includes affordable energy costs. Further, the development of a solar farm is an 

extension of our long-standing commitment to sustainability and energy-efficiency in all the 

work we do. 

 

II. Scope of Work 

 

a. The successful respondent(s) will serve as collaborative partner(s) to the Project, assisting 

Westside Housing in developing an effective financial and implementation model, including 

working with Kansas City Power & Light (KCP&L) to arrive at an agreeable arrangement that 

achieves the Project goals. The successful respondent(s) will also be responsible for design and 

engineering, construction, operation, and maintenance of all facets and components of the 

Project as described in this RFQ. The scope of services requested in this RFQ shall include, but is 

not limited to, obtaining all applicable permits and approvals from governmental authorities 

that have jurisdiction over the project, including interconnection of the Project; and provision of 

all labor, services, and equipment necessary to procure, install, construct, test, commission, 

monitor, operate, and maintain a fully operational Solar Generating Facility (Solar Farm) for no 

less than 20-25 continuous years. Additionally, the successful respondent will understand the 

unique requirements in the affordable housing sector and offer pricing that is appropriate for a 

not-for-profit organization. 

 

b. The project will require creative thinking, time, and energy to model various scenarios for 

consideration.  Westside Housing is seeking a partner that will enthusiastically embrace this 

challenge and the opportunity to influence the future of community solar in Kansas City, 

Missouri.  

 

c. The Project specifics are as follows: 

 

i. Location: between Mercier and Jarboe Streets, West to East, and 30th and 31st Streets, 

North to South 

ii. Neighborhood: Westside 

iii. Utility: Kansas City Power & Light 
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iv. Site: approximately 4.8 acres, vacant, rocky with trees; solar array size to be determined 

by successful respondent(s) (map of the site is attached to this RFQ) 

v. The surrounding area has businesses including Dean Realty (who owns adjoining lots), 

Google Fiber, KYYS-FM Kansas City, and Fox 4 News. Metropolitan Community 

College/Penn Valley is a couple blocks away from the site. 

vi. In-service: no later than March 2019 

 

d. The successful respondent, will: 

 

i. Provide all of the services noted in this RFQ or collaborate as necessary with other 

organizations to meet the requirements. 

ii. Work with Westside Housing to identify an appropriate financial and implementation 

model, including an agreeable model for the utility, which will achieve the Project goals. 

The respondent should be creative in addressing this challenge. 

iii. Create a design that reflects the needs and desires of the surrounding residents based 

on a community engagement process to include the potential for a garden and/or 

educational setting at the site. 

iv. Serve as an expert in the regulatory environment and procure any necessary permits 

and approvals. 

v. Commit to an mission- and equity-based approach to the Project that prioritizes the 

benefit of solar energy to low-income people. 

vi. Collaborate with Westside Housing and its partner(s) on establishing a solar panel 

installation training and certification program, should funding allow. 

vii. Hold all relevant licenses and other requirements for the jurisdiction(s) served by the 

campaign. 

 

III. Submittal Instructions and Evaluation 

a. Submissions should be provided in four (4) identical copies and include the following items, 

along with other material to demonstrate the respondent’s expertise and capability: 

 

i. RFQ Section I (no more than ten pages) 

1. A cover page that includes “Westside Housing Community Solar Development 

RFQ Proposal,” business name, primary address, contact person, and contact 

information. 

2. A letter of interest. 

3. A summary of background information about the company. 

4. A description of Respondent’s capabilities in providing its products and/or 

services. 

5. Experience in solar projects in the state of Missouri, or in states with similar 

utility markets. 

6. Brief bios of the key team members including, but not limited to, those assisting 

in project design, engineering, financing, legal, and installation. 

7. Three (3) examples of similar projects with references and contact information. 
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8. Experience with multi-family and affordable housing. 

9. List and brief description of planned sub-contractors and/or partners, along with 

description of how Respondent has worked with the sub-contractors and 

partners in the past. 

 

ii. RFQ Section II (no more than five pages) 

1. Describe the overall strategy and approach to being a proactive development 

partner for Westside Housing to support deployment of a community solar 

facility.   

2. Provide an overall development timeline that includes an 18-month 

implementation schedule; provide opportunities for achieving early wins for all 

parties. 

3. Describe the ongoing support, management, and resources that will be provided 

to Westside Housing throughout the development agreement contract period, 

including any unique value-add services that it wishes to highlight. 

 

iii. RFQ Section III (no more than two pages) 

1. Cost proposal for design and engineering consultation. We are not requesting 

system specifications and cost at this time since a financial and implementation 

model have yet to be developed. However, please provide a cost for the initial 

consultation work associated with design, engineering, and site assessment. 

b. Evaluation 

 

i. Respondents to this RFQ must demonstrate that they can provide the following, either 

directly or through partners/sub-contractors: 

1. Willingness to serve as a partner to Westside Housing in its mission- and equity-

based approach to the project, including sharing the risk involved in not starting 

from an identified financial and implementation model, or agreement with 

KCP&L. 

2. Experience in community engagement leading to community-driven design and 

development. 

3. Experience in navigating a complex regulatory environment. 

4. Knowledge of innovative financial models to achieve the Project goals. 

5. Experience in solar array implementation from design and engineering to long-

term maintenance. 

ii. Westside Housing will evaluate all submissions to determine which respondent(s) have 

the experience and qualifications that are most suited to the Project. Westside Housing 

may request personal interviews with the highest-ranked respondents. 

iii. Questions may be sent to Liz Epstein at lepstein@westsidehousing.org. Questions and 

responses will be emailed to all known bidders as they are received. 

iv. Timeline: 

1. The RFQ will be available starting on November 1, 2017. 

mailto:lepstein@westsidehousing.org
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2. All responses must be submitted electronically in PDF format as an attachment 

to an email and sent to lepstein@westsidehousing.org by 6 PM on November 

22, 2017. The subject line of the email should be: “Community Solar RFQ 

Response.” It is required that attachments with file sizes exceeding 8MB be 

compressed (i.e., zipped) and/or divided into multiple PDFs and e-mails with 

individual files labeled Volume I, Volume II, etc. to ensure message delivery. A 

confirmation of receipt will be provided within one (1) business day. If this 

receipt is NOT received, please send a separate email to request confirmation or 

address issues with file delivery. 

3. If required, interviews will be scheduled by November 30, 2017. 

4. The review will continue through December 15, 2017. 

 

IV. Terms and Conditions 

a. This RFQ is not a contract offer and should not be construed as intent, commitment, or promise 

to acquire products or services presented by any Respondent. Information received from 

responses to this RFQ will be maintained as confidential and used in the evaluation of potential 

solar energy project developers by Westside Housing and its advisors. Westside Housing 

reserves the right to discontinue or modify the RFQ process at any time, and makes no 

commitments, implied or otherwise, that this process will result in a business transaction or 

negotiation with one or more Respondents. Westside Housing will not pay for any information 

herein requested, nor be liable for any costs incurred by Respondent. 

mailto:lepstein@westsidehousing.org

